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Report for Holmewood and District IDB meeting on Monday 1st June 2015 
 
By Kate Carver Great Fen Project Manager  
 
Lorna Parker (Great Fen Restoration Manager) is on maternity leave until February 2016, 
and Mark Ullyett (Restoration Manager for the duration of Lorna’s maternity leave) has 
been on sick leave.  The work of the Restoration Manager is at present therefore being 
covered by other members of the team, Kate Carver, Josh Hellon (Ecology and Recording 
Officer) and Helen Bailey (Restoration Officer). There is a lot of work going on in the Great 
Fen requiring close working with the H&D IDB. 
 
We have now started to have regular liaison meetings with the Chairman and Clerk; the 
most recent took place on 5th May 2015. These are proving very helpful and the Great Fen 
team is grateful to Russell Wright and John Ayres for their time and consideration. 
 
The Great Fen has been asked to report on the following areas. 
 

 Old Decoy Farm 

 New Decoy Farm 

 Corney’s Farm 

 Engine Farm  

 Rymes - Car park 

 Clay stockade – legal problems with lease. 

 New footbridge New Decoy to Chalderbeach 
 
 
Old Decoy Farm 
 
Consented works are:- 
 
Installation of slacker (completed) 
Clay dams/bund (completed) 
Infilling ditch (completed) 
Creation of new seasonal pool (not completed) 
And, three new control structures (as per e-mail from RW to Lorna Parker 17.10.2013), not 
yet installed but to be installed by Johnathan Papworth imminently. 
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Clay bund at Old Decoy Farm 
 

 
 
 
 
New Decoy Farm and Corney’s Farm  
 
Contractors (Breheny’s) worked throughout February/March completing major thrust-
boring work under the B660 road between Corney’s Farm and New Decoy. This is the first 
stage required to connect the ditches between the two farms, so that the two areas can 
become slowly rewetted as part of the restoration plan. Augers were used to bore two 
culverts under the road. 
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The first auger is drilled under the B660          The completed 600mm culvert 
 
The thrust boring and pipework under the road is complete. Both pipes are ready to be 
connected into the IDB system in the future. 
 
Following meetings with the H&D IDB concerns were raised over the direction of flow within 
the IDB ditch (points 24 and 25 on the IDB map) on the northern boundary of New Decoy 
and the potential for water to back up the wrong way.  
As the gradient of this ditch is very slight concerns are water will not be pushed in the 
direction required, without there being a pump or a head of water sufficient enough to push 
it through. 
In order to try and resolve the H&D IDB concerns Fen Ditching (Paul Harvey)  and a surveyor 
are currently identifying a solution to this issue and will be making further visits to the site 
to carry out additional investigations, these have been, and will be discussed with the IDB at 
the regular liaison meetings. 
 
Engine Farm 
 
The Planning Application submitted by Lorna in September has been suspended following 
comments from consultees. I have been working with the habitat designers (OHES 
Consultants), the MLC, and HDC to resolve the issues. Currently I am working to identify and 
supply supplementary documentation to support the application including: revised design 
statement, sluice design drawings, water balance statement (TBC), permeability tests, and 
access plan and traffic statement. The planning application has not been withdrawn, but the 
additional information will require a supplementary round of consultation.  Once the 
planning application has been obtained, a tender process will then be undertaken to award 
the contract for the groundworks which must be completed by the end of September. I 
understand that, at present the   Holmewood and District  IDB’s consideration and consent 
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of the Engine  scheme has been necessarily been suspended pending resolution of the 
planning application for Engine Farm, and of other outstanding schemes (Old Decoy, 
Corney's/New Decoy).  Engine Farm will therefore continue to be a point of discussion at the 
regular liaison meetings. 

Rymes Reedbed and Kester’s Docking 
 
All the consented works at Rymes Reedbed and Kester’s Docking (see attached 
photographic report) have been completed, save for the installation of the sluice boards in 
the Kester’s Docking water control structure. We are awaiting delivery of these boards from 
Paul Harvey. 
 

  
The final water control structure at Kester’s Docking  installed March 2015 
 
We are planning to create a small parking area (to serve Rymes Reedbed and Kester’s 
Docking)  east of the Poplar plantation on the southern boundary of Kester’s Docking; this 
will include a viewing mound and bird hide. Initial designs have been passed onto the Clerk 
and discussed at the liaison meetings. Work is going ahead to assemble documentation for a 
Planning Application for the carpark and bird hide, which I hope to submit this autumn. 
 
New bridge between New Decoy to Chalderbeach  Farm - report by Helen Bailey 
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Work begins on the bridge foundations           Bridge pilings 
      
After planning permission was granted to install the pedestrian/bridle bridge across the IDB 
ditch between New Decoy and Chalderbeach Farm, Don Blackburn the engineer who has 
built the bridge, began to prepare for its installation.  
 

  
Boxing section around the pilings 
 
Pilings were driven in and boxed before concrete was poured in and left to set.  
 

   
The bridge base onto which wooden planks will be laid. 
 
The metal bridge base will be fitted onto the concrete blocks and fitted allowing for 
expansion and contraction to occur naturally. Wooden planks will be laid over the bridge 
and a handrail will be attached. This work will hopefully be completed by the end of week 
beginning 1st of June.  
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Clay Stockade 
 
There are no problems with the lease as such, it is just going through the usual iterations 
between the MLC and WT via the solicitors  and once these are completed the Lease will be 
signed. 
 
Kate Carver 
 


